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state convention and suggested a national convention of all who loved
the Constitution and the Union to make a ticket for 1860. In the lower
South the opposition showed less vigor. In Georgia there seemed to be
some chance that they might be effective; but not so in Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, or Alabama.10
The Democrats found themselves the butt of bewildering tactics,
since some of their opponents emphasized the Union and others south-
ernism. On the one hand they were pilloried for betraying the national
Union and on the other for destroying southern states' rights. In several
campaigns the opposition ignored the fact that Buchanan was fighting
Douglas and hammered on the Little Giant and his Freeport heresy as
traitorous to the South. When Buchanan's administration was noticed
it was attacked as weak and corrupt.
The Democrats were further weakened in the South by internal feuds.
The Democracy in Virginia, Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi,
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Texas was rent by bitter factional struggles.
Some of these fights grew from social unrest. The poorer whites, those
*vho owned few or no slaves, found their advocates in Senators Andrew
Johnson of Tennessee and Albert G. Brown of Mississippi and Gov-
ernors Joseph E. Brown of Georgia and Henry A. Wise of Virginia.
Johnson and the Browns had themselves risen from humble circum-
stances to public place by warring against the aristocracy. Johnson had
marshaled the yeomanry and mountain people of the eastern end of
Tennessee against the more prosperous planters and town residents to
the west. In Georgia "Joe" Brown was disputing for control with the
Cobb organization and the more radical southern group. In Missis-
sippi there was less open hostility, but tension worked between the
representative of the plain people, Albert G. Brown, and the wealthy
Davis and Thompson, particularly as they all had presidential ambi-
tions.11
Elsewhere feuds were more personal. In Virginia Wise was still wag-
ing war against Hunter's ambitions. He wished to secure his seat, or
Mason's, in the Senate, and beyond that he wished to be President. He
was doing what he could to spoil Hunter's chances for the nomination
in 1860. In Louisiana ex-Senator Soule was trying to break Slidell's
control of the party by appealing to the small farmers and the Creoles.